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Reaching Out Through Community BBQ's

Throughout the summer season, the Regional Ministry offered outreach through its series of BBQ’s. The weather
was picture perfect. The hospitality was evident. The attendance was outstanding. Thanks to all who assisted and
attended. An excellent activity to maintain in 2020!

Lakeside Baptism— Welcoming New Believers into the Family of Christ

For the second year in a row, the Regional Ministry offered a service of baptism in the calm waters of Lake Huron.

We were pleased to welcome 4 new members into the Christian community at this service, attended by many sup-

porters. [ e

Sunday School—Alive and Well!

Sunday School continues to evolve and grow, in the form of Sunday School in the
Pew. Rev. Carrie strongly
believes that the children
have a natural place in the
church during the Eucharist.
Every Sunday, following the
dedicated children’s focus,
the children are invited to
extend their thinking and
learning by working on crafts
and other child-friendly ac-
tivities.




Book Talk:
REDEEMING DEMENTIA:

SPIRITUALITY, THEOLOGY, AND
SCIENCE by Dorothy Linthicum
and Janice Hicks

| SPIRITUALITY, TH
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This personal and practical book guides
us as we seek to nurture relationships
with people experiencing dementia as
well as their care partners. The authors
draw on science, theology and lived ex-
perience — as both of them journey with
parents who are suffering the losses as-
sociated with Alzheimer’s disease. The
underlying premise of this book upholds
the dignity of the human person as one
with whom God remains in relationship. It implores the
church community to reflect on the sacred nature of per-
sonhood.

They speak candidly about the stigma associated
with brain disease and seek to dispel misunderstandings
and prejudices that marginalize those who suffer person-
ally, and their caregivers.

Every person is entitled to be treated fully as a
whole person who is of immeasurable worth.

And now that | am old and gray-headed, O God, do
not forsake me, ‘til | make known your strength to this
generation and your power to all who are to come.... You
have showed me great troubles and adversities. But you
will restore my life and bring me up again from the deep
places of the earth. (Psalm 71)

Demmm'

Dorothy Linthicum & Janice Hicks

Dementia does not destroy the “self”. It
does not cause a loss of connection with
God because this bond is always about
God'’s initiative rather than our own. Our

| lives are sacred because of how God re-
lates to us, not the other way around. This
is a deeply comforting message.

Congregations can do much to meet
' | the challenges of dementia, from its earli-
~ est to its more advanced stages. Tools are
provided to assist with communication
8 and hospitality to support the participa-
tion of those with dementia and their care
partners. There need be no isolation if we
can say yes to community. The authors
describe a Dementia Friendly Church
movement in England that seeks to nur-
ture spiritual growth among people with dementia. The
popular “memory café” is one example of an idea that we
could explore as a church community.

This book shifts our thoughts away from devasta-
tion and loss toward embracing selfhood, and celebrating
spiritual gifts that may surprise us. Where is God when we
are afraid? He is here, among and within us, closer than
we can ask or imagine!

There are currently 47 million people in the world
dealing with Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias
and there are 10 million new diagnoses each year. It be-
hooves us to become compassionately aware of the needs
that we can address as an informed faith community.

LOGY, AND SClENCE

This book comes highly recommended by Becky Peters
(St. Paul’s Resource Library)

St. Paul’s

Celebrates Its
160th

Anniversary.

/‘\ On July 7, the Regional
N ; Ministry gathered at

\ St. Paul’s to assist in
celebrating its 160th
i birthday. We were
delighted to have Bish-
op Linda Nichols as
celebrant. This was her
last official Diocesan

service before being elected as Primate of Canada. It has been an honour and privilege to offer a Christian presence
in thanksgiving to God for this length of time. Our theme for the year is “Called to Serve in This Place for 160 Years”
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